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Just mercy
I agree with Bryan Stevenson; the US has a justice system that treats you better if you are rich and guilty than poor and innocent. The book 'just mercy' is very emotional. Bryan Stevenson's story of injustice and the brutal nature of the US justice system leaves me questioning people's consciousness. Advocacy organization uses legal avenues to their advantage and intimidating anybody who tries to contradict their verdicts. They seek broad reforms in the judicial system, affecting many people at the same time. Poor people, as portrayed in the story, lacks resource and knowledge to fight for their rights. They heavily dependents on voluntary services. Many are framed and mercilessly convicted for crimes they haven't committed. 
Lack of accountability from law enforcement portrays racial biasness and inequality, which leads to unrest in many communities as they feel targeted. Starting with the first case, In the story, Just Mercy, Stevenson Bryan fights and defends a poor and helpless Black man who was wrongly convicted and incarcerated for having an affair with Karen Kelly, a white woman. In 1988, a white woman, Monroeville, was murder. Walter McMillian, described as a humble and hardworking man incapable of committing a murder, was charged and sentenced to death, despite mounting Evidence proving his innocence. 
 Walter was not the only one victimized by his case but the whole community. Walter's entire community was worried about Walter's case and his innocence, and how the racially biased judicial system targeted them. "But reading the record of his trail had outraged me, and I felt that anger returning-not just about the injustice done to Walter but also how the way it burdens the entire community" (pg. 96). They knew well that Walter's case wouldn't be the last, and it is only an among the many cases they are facing. "We don't have much, Mr. Stevenson, but we have someone we love in your care. Anything we have you have; those people have broken our hearts" (Pg. 99) were the words of an older woman Armelia. You can tell how desperate and concerned the woman sounds. The community knows Walter well, and he is incapable of committing a murder, even if he would not have been with his community at the time of the murder. Walters’s community was united by love and togetherness, though they did not have much as the writer described how filthy the road to their homes was, the whole community took the problem with a lot of concern.
Writer reflects W.E.B Du Bois's story in his 'the souls of the black folks,' which he described as brilliant but hunting (pg. 100). He shows how the black community sacrificed the little they had to take John to White training school, with an expectation of coming back to better their community. When John finally came back only to be murdered by a lynch mob assembled by the furious judge whose son was hit by John for trying to rape his sister. Stevenson imagined how angry the community just have felt. The story shows how the poor will always be on the wrong side of the law even when they are innocent. "you are going to need a backup, someone who knows some of those people you're against" was the call a white man, Sam, made to Stevenson—confirming that they influence the judicial system and tries to control everything that happens in society. Try to act following the law, to demand the rights of people they undermined, is like an insult to them.
Stevenson uncovers the injustice done to Charles, a small boy convicted and prosecuted as an adult, taken to adult prison, and being sexually abused broke my heart. Kuntrell Jackson actively resisted the unfair cruelty and fought to turn the unjust verdict. When I imagine what the little boy went through, seeing his mother bleeding on the floor, unable to do anything, being charged for being human and reacting the way you thought best and later getting an unfair judgment and sexually abused in prison, I feel like everyone involved deserved a much worse punishment. "When I left the jail, I was more angry than sad, I asked myself who is responsible for this? How could you ever allow this?" (Pg. 124). Those were the word Jackson. This lawyer represented Charles. His description of how Charles looked and the place where he was is unthinkable. The crime he committed with a typical reasonable person deserved mercy. But since the prosecutor described George, the officer who always comes home drunk and beats Charles mother, in his presence, as being law enforcement officer who served with honor, (pg. 120), Charles had to be taken to adults' prison even though he was fourteen. Consider the same incident done by a white kid from a wealthy family. 
I don't think the prosecutor could have given such a verdict since the rich are always on the right side of a corrupt and racially biased system. "There are three men who hurt me on the first night, they touched me and made me do things, the come back the next night and hurt me a lot" (pg. 123). I imagine such words from a juvenile. Even if they had to punish him, did they really had to do it in such a manner, as the writer argued, the child would be out of prison, but he will never recover from such incidence he experienced.
Sometimes, airing out injustice and racial biasness in the newspapers makes the victimized individual and community at large feels spoken for. They get the hope of achieving justice and equal treatment when it comes to legal matters. Many people suffer in silence, and all we can do to help is show our concern through means possible. In this case, I would recommend other students at LLC to read this book. They will get to know the injustices, racial biasness and consequences of such an act to the victim. Deciding without considering the consequences results in terrible poor decisions that can permanently affect other lives.
Throughout the book, Stevenson described moral and philosophical views on the US judicial system. He portrayed his passion and desire for a better criminal justice system that would treat people equally without considering their economic status, prestige, and race. He fought so hard even though he was not getting paid to ensures that justice is served. The role played by the media is very critical to ending such injustice. In the story, the media coverage influenced the state Attorney, Tom Chapman, to carry out his investigation, doubting the integrity of the state’s conviction. This led to Walter being released after six years of on death row. The story describes the history of the marginalized group from slavery to modern society. With this knowledge, the students will be able to assert the progress made in the recent past and conclude what we ought to do to make the US a better place for everybody.
Stevenson's book, just mercy, also shows how unfair the US judicial system is by telling Trina Garnett's story. Trina witnessed his father, an alcoholic addict and a violent man, violated his mother till his death and later on started to sexually abuse her with her sisters too. The abuse she went through, the end of her mother, and the unimaginable circumstances she experienced resulted in her emotional and mental health problems. After running away from home, at fourteen years of age, Trina and her friend, Francis Newsome, found their way to the boy's room in a house in Chester. Trina lit matches to find her way to the boy's room, but fire accidentally broke out, leading to the death of two boys who were sleeping in the room. Trina, traumatized by the boy's death, was arrested. Francis Newsome had wealthy parents who advised him to testify against Trina. Delaware County Circuit Judge, Howard Reed, found Trina innocent after a trial at an adult courthouse for second-degree murder. But due to Pennsylvania laws, he sentenced Trina to life imprisonment in an adult prison for women. In prison, at sixteen, she was raped by a correctional officer. The crime was covered when Trina got pregnant. The officer was fired but never criminally prosecuted. She gave birth, and her baby was taken away from her and placed in foster care. At fifty-two in prison, she was already in a wheelchair. This story was just one of the many inmates that Trina shared jail with. Such an unfair judicial system should be addressed considering how emotional they are to the reader, how then the actual victims do feel.
Another story is also told of Ian Manuel, a thirteen-year-old and two older boys who attempted to rob a couple out on dinner in Tampa, Florida. Debbie Baigre, one of the couple, resisted. Ian shot her on the cheek. Ian was arrested and sentenced to life imprisonment without parole. The judge never considered that Ian lived in the streets and never had good parental supervision. He was sent to adult prison- the Apalachee correctional institution, one of Florida's most brutal prisons. He was placed under solitary confinement, where he lived in a concrete box the size of a walk-in closet. He tried to commit suicide severally by cutting his wrists and arms. Each time he did that, his time in solitary increased. He spent eighteen years in solitary confinement. He once gave a call to Debbie asking for forgiveness. She felt the pain and called the court to reduce the sentence, but the court ignored it. By 2010 according to the book, Florida had sentenced more than a hundred children to life imprisonment without parole.
The central question throughout Stevenson's book is how and why people are judged unfairly. White supremacy and racial subordination are the directions he took to answer these questions. But as LLC students, you can read the book and based your arguments on the activities and experiences you have gained in modern society. The book will be as your reference as society becomes your library.  By reading the book, just mercy, LLC, students will uncover children hidden away in adult prison, largely unknown and forgotten. They will then know better ways to offers outside support and intervene in the injustice in the system. I have come to learn from the book that each of us is way more than the worse thing we have ever done. The accurate measure of our character is how we relate and treat people. Punishing the broken and poor person will only ensure that they remain in that same state forever. We should therefore be considerate and a bit human in our judgments.
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